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Please add the following new claims: 



In the Claims : 

y 

Please insert: 




--(New) 52. A hyperlinked video broadcast sysftem including a plurality of 
multiplexed video streams each having a plurality of v^eo frames, said system 
comprising: 

a mask generator generating a plurabty of mask overlays corresponding to 
a plurality of regions in said plurality of video frames; and 

a receiver capable of receiving vi-ewer stream selection input identifying 
one of said plurality of mask overlays selected^ by a viewer and switching from presenting 
to said viewer a first one of said plurality of multiplexed video streams to presenting to 
said viewer a second one of said plurality 9/1 multiplexed video streams in response to 
said viewer stream selection input. 

(New) 53. The system of c/aim 52 wherein said viewer stream selection input 
is reported to a remote location via a packchannel communications connection. 



l=y (New) 54. The system ©f claim 52 wherein said plurality of mask overlays 

ill comprise location and shape info^ation of said plurality of regions in said plurality of 
p video frames. 

(New) 55. A hyperlinked video and audio broadcast system including a 
plurality of multiplexed video streams each having a plurality of video frames and 
including a plurality of muMiplexed audio streams, said system comprising: 

a mask generator generating a plurality of mask overlays corresponding to 
a plurality of regions in said plurality of video frames; and 

a receiver capable of receiving viewer stream selection input identifying 
one of said plurality oy mask overlays selected by a viewer and switching from presenting 
to said viewer a first rfne of said plurality of multiplexed audio streams to presenting to 
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said viewer a second one of said plurality of multiplexed au( 
said viewer stream selection input. / 

(New) 56. The system of claim 55 whereiii said viewer stream selection input 
is reported to a remote location via a backchannel cpnimunications connections. 

(New) 57. The system of claim 55 ymerein said mask overlays comprise 
location and shape information of said plurahfty of regions in said plurality of video 
frames. / 

(New) 58. A hyperlinked video reception system including a plurality of input 
multiplexed video streams each havingra plurality of video frames, said system 
comprising: / 

a mask presenter rendering a plurality of mask overlays corresponding to a 
plurality of regions in said plurality of video frames; 

a receiver receiving stream selection input from a viewer specifying a first 
one of said plurality of input rmltiplexed video streams by identifying one of said 
plurality of mask overlays, / 

wherein saidr receiver switches from presenting to said viewer a second 
one of said plurality of miiltiplexed video streams to presenting to said viewer said first 
one of said plurality of multiplexed video streams in response to said viewer stream 
selection input. / 

(New) 59/ The system of claim 58 wherein said viewer stream selection input 
is reported to a/remote location via a backchannel communications connections. 

(Neiw) 60. The system of claim 58 wherein said mask overlays comprise 
locatioiyand shape information of said plurality of regions in said plurality of video 
frame/ 



ix) streams in response to 



0- •^ 
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(New) 61 . A hyperlinked video stream switching data structure system having 
a plxirality of video streams each including a plurality of vide(^frames said system 
comprising: 

a plurality of video stream identifiers each ^sociated with one of said 
plurality of video streams; 

a plurality of mask overlays correspondij/lg to a plurality of regions in said 
plurality of video frames; 
CP a first data structure element referenc/d by a set of said plurality of mask 

overlays; 

a second data structure element refi&renced by said first data structure 
element, said second data structure element confining a reference to a first one of said 
plurality of video streams; and 

a current video stream identifi/r corresponding to a second one of said 
^ plurality of video streams, 

\l wherein selection of said onfe of said plurality of mask overlays by a 

\f\ / 

viewer causes said system to make said ctirrent video stream identifier correspond to said 

first one of said plurality of video streams. 



m 
m 



(New) 62. The system of claim 61 wherein said mask overlays comprise 
ry location and shape information of said plurality of regions in said plurality of video 
n frames. 



(New) 63. The system of claim 61 wherein said reference to a first one of said 
plurality of video streams references a third data structure element including references to 
an audio stream and a private )4ata stream associated with said first one of said plurality 
of video streams. 

(New) 64. A method for switching between multiplexed video streams in a 
hyperlinked video broadcast system including a plurality video streams each having a 
plurality of video frames/said method comprising: 



Preliminary Amendment| 
Atty. Docket No. WMI 
Page - 5 - 



d^Ps (8415/6) 



generating a plurality of mask overlays corresponding to a plurality of 
regions in said plurality of video frames; 

receiving viewer stream selection input iden^fying one of said plurality of 
mask overlays by a viewer; and 

switching from presenting to said viewen^a first one of said plurality of 
multiplexed video streams to presenting to said viewe/ a second one of said plurality of 
multiplexed video streams in response to said viewer stream selection input. 

(New) 65. The method of claim 64 further comprising reporting said viewer 
stream selection input to a remote location via ^ backchannel communications 
cormection. 

(New) 66. The method of claii^ 64 wherein said plurality of mask overlays 
comprise location and shape informatioiyof said plurality of regions in said plurality of 
video frames. 

(New) 67. A method for /witching between multiplexed audio streams in 
hyperlinked video broadcast systernr including a plurality video streams each having a 
plurality of video frames and inclyding a plurality of audio streams, said method 
comprising: 

generating a plu/ality of mask overlays corresponding to a plurality of 
regions in said plurality of video frames; 

receiving stream selection input from a viewer specifying a first one of 
said plurality of input multiplexed audio streams by identifying one of said plurality of 
mask overlays; and 

switching^ from presenting to said viewer a second one of said plurality of 
multiplexed audio streams to presenting to said viewer said first one of said plurality of 
multiplexed audio streams in response to said viewer stream selection input. 
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(New) 68. The method of claim 67 further comprising/reporting said viewer 
stream selection input to a remote location input via a backchannel communications 
connections. / 

(New) 69. The method of claim 67 wherein sairf mask overlays comprises 
location and shape information of said plurality of region/ in said plurality of video 
frames. / 

(New) 70. A method for switching between video streams in a hyperlinked 
video reception system including a plurality of input multiplexed video streams each 
having a plurality of video frames, said method comprising: 

rendering a plurality of mask overlays corresponding to a plurality of 
regions in said plurality of video frames; / 

receiving stream selection inpui from a viewer specifying a first one of said 
plurality of input multiplexed video streamsmy identifying one of said plurality of mask 
overlays; and / 

switching from presentingAo said viewer a second one of said plurality of 
multiplexed video streams to presentingio said viewer said first one of said plurality of 
multiplexed video streams in response to said viewer stream selection input. 

(New) 71. The method oi claim 70 further comprising reporting said viewer 
stream selection input to a remote location via a backchannel communications 
connections. / 

(New) 72. The method of claim 70 wherein said mask overlays comprises 
location and shape informatioiyof said plurality of regions in said plurality of video 
frames. / 



(New) 73, A method for switching between hyperlinked video streams in a 
hyperlinked video stream system having a plurality of video streams each including a 
plurality of video frames said method comprising: 
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generating a plurality of video stream identifiers ea^ associated with one 
of said plurality of video streams; 

generating a plurality of mask overlays corresponding to a plurality of 
regions in said plurality of video frames; 

generating a first data structure element r^erenced by a set of said 
( plurality of mask overlays; 

generating a second data structure element referenced by said first data 

^ / 
CP structure element, said second data structure elenyent containing a reference to a first one 

of said plurality of video streams; 

generating a current video str^^ identifier corresponding to a second one 

of said plurality of video streams; 

receiving viev^er stream selection input identifying said one of said 

\Q plurality of mask overlays; and 

z making said current video stream identifier correspond to said second one 

of said plurality of video streams iiyresponse to said viewer stream selection input. 

'•^1 / 

(New) 74. The method of claim 73 wherein said mask overlays comprise 

i^^ location and shape information of said plurality of regions in said plurality of video 

III frames. 

if 

O (New) 75. Thfe method of claim 73 wherein said reference to a first one of 

said plurality of video ^reams references a third data structure element including 
references to an audi«5 stream and a private data stream associated with said first one of 
said plurality of vic^o streams.- 

REMARKS 



Claims 1-51 were presented in this continuation application. Claims 1-51 have 
been cancelled without prejudice. Claims 52-75 have been added. Claims 52-75 remain 
in the present application for examination. 



